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“From Where I Sit…” 
 

Friends, here is a summary of the “Examen of Conscience” we used in worship recently 

as a pattern for prayer and confession. I invite you to make use of this in your own 

devotional prayer times – this is often used at the close of a day, so that you can reflect 

back in prayer.  
  

Peace, 

Pastor Nada 
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November 2021 Worship Ministry 

 

 

Hello Everyone, We hope you all are enjoying your autumn as cold weather has finally arrived and leaf 

peeping is in full force!  We are glad to continue our Sanctuary Services (with Zoom for those who are 

unable to meet in person).  It’s good to see everyone who can make it to the Sanctuary and even better 

to provide a virtual connection for those who are unable to attend. 

 

With our Heritage Sunday behind us (November 7th), Pastor Nada is continuing her new “Follow Me: 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living” series.  This series includes a “… curriculum based on practices 

Jesus did and taught us to do as faithful followers. Written for people of all ages who wish to live out 

their faith, this new curriculum examines where these practices are found in the Bible and how they 

have been used in Christian faith then and now.” 

 

We’re excited to help bring you this series that’s focused on “... a living faith is so much more than 

simply believing in God. Jesus called all sorts of people to follow him to God, showing concrete ways 

to love God and one another. When we do these actions together, faith develops, lives change, and 

communities transform.” 

 

We look forward to seeing you all (in person or virtually) at our upcoming services. 

To that end, here are highlights of our upcoming service and events: 

● Monday, Nov. 22:  Ecumenical service at St. Elizabeth Seaton RCC 

● Sunday, Nov. 28:  1st Sunday of Advent 

● Sunday, Dec. 5:  2nd Sunday of Advent 

● Sunday, Dec. 12:  3rd Sunday of Advent and Lessons & Carols  

● Sunday, Dec. 19:  4th Sunday of Advent 

● Friday, Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve service 

● Sunday, Dec. 26:  Post-Christmas service (possibly with Handbell music) 

 

Michael Andonucci, Worship Ministry Chairperson 

michael.andonucci@gmail.com 

860.670.5940 
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From the Council:   

 

As some of you may recall, two years ago we contracted with Nada to be our “Designated 

Term” Pastor (DTP). At that time, Council decided to hire a DTP, rather than a traditional 

Interim Pastor.  There are two key differences between a designated term pastorate and a 

traditional interim: 

1. A designated term pastor contracts with a church, typically for 3-5 years, while a 

traditional interim will stay typically 1-2 years, while the church carries out a search 

process for a settled pastor. We signed a three-year contract with Nada because we felt 

that we wanted just a bit more breathing room before launching into another search 

process.  In retrospect, given the pandemic that began shortly thereafter, and the way it 

occupied our attention, it’s a good thing that we did not have a search process 

underway. 

2. The other key difference--and this is a big one--is that a Designated Term Pastor is 

eligible to apply for the settled pastor position, while a traditional interim is not. 

At this time, Council has decided that we are ready to form a Search Committee to move 

toward having a settled pastor.  This settled pastor could be Nada or someone else, depending 

on what the church decides it is seeking and, of course, what Nada is seeking in her own 

discernment process.   

 

What are the next steps? 

As determined by the Conference and denomination, the process goes like this:   

• We form a Search Committee. 

• The Search Committee develops a church profile and has it validated by the SNEC 

Regional Minister and the UCC Search and Call staff, located in Cleveland, OH.  
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Next Steps (cont.) 

• Nada is invited to share her interest in applying for the settled position by submitting 

her UCC Ministerial Profile directly to the Search Committee for the church’s 

interview process. 

• Following interview(s) the Search Committee will decide either to recommend Nada 

as our settled pastor or to look at other candidates. 

Since we already know Nada well, and because there are improved guidelines for developing 

a church profile, it will likely be possible for this to be an accelerated process with a 

timeframe of much less than a traditional 12-18 month search process. 

 

How will the Search Committee be chosen? 

The Council seeks to form a Search Committee with some demographic diversity, comprised 

of people who have a deep commitment to our church and our values and vision.  If you are 

interested in serving on this Search committee, please contact me at rfitzgerald@fhiplan.com 

or speak with any member of the church Council.  From the list of those who are interested, 

Council will select approximately 5-7 members to serve, and provide them with guidance. 

 

Questions?? 

If you have any questions about this process, please contact me or any member of the church 

Council.  In so many ways this is a very exciting time in our church’s history and evolution.  

We are excited about progressing toward selecting a settled pastor with whom we will move 

forward in Covenant toward the future. 

 

Ruth Fitzgerald, Moderator, RHCC Council 
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Racial Justice Steering Committee Update 

 
Incorporating the skills and resources obtained through 

GHIAA/Racial Justice Activation Team training into our Racial 

Justice Steering Committee continued in earnest over the past 

month. In early November we have a follow-up meeting with our 

trainers to review progress as we work toward our commitments. This Is a 

chance for us to ask questions and get support as the challenges of the road 

ahead become clearer. An educational event for the congregation, with the 

RJAT trainers, is forthcoming. 

 
We also participated in the GHIAA assembly to learn how we can engage with 

GHIAA and other area churches to address systemic racism in Connecticut. 

GHIAA support was instrumental in addressing laws and policies that negatively 

and unfairly impacted people of color in Connecticut and we hope to be part of 

that activism as new goals are established for this legislative session. 

 
Our team has also begun to identify other educational goals and make plans for 

the congregation to join with us in learning and expanding our understanding of 

racism and how it impacts all of us. This is also a great time to head back to the 

Racial Justice link, located front and center on the main page of the church site, 

to discover books, podcasts, music and resources! 

 
We remain grateful and hopeful as we continue this journey with your support! 
https://www.rockyhillucc.org/racial-justice-at-rhcc 
 
 
Greater Hartford Interfaith Alliance 
Over 40 diverse multi-faith faith communities and allied 
institutions throughout Greater Hartford organizing together  
for justice! 
http://cljct.org/ghiaa/ 

 

  

https://www.rockyhillucc.org/racial-justice-at-rhcc
http://cljct.org/ghiaa/
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HERITAGE:  50+ YEAR MEMBERS 
We celebrated our Heritage Members on Sunday, November 7, 2021,  
during Sunday Worship in the sanctuary. Our youth recognized our elders with 
a single balloon to each, before the service.   
A cake was presented in Chapin Hall during our fellowship time. A good time 
was had by all! 
-Congregational Care Ministry 

 
 

HERITAGE MEMBERS 50 YEARS & MORE 2021 
 

Kim Batterson Biglow 
Lori Benito 
Gladys Carpenter 
Grace Cole 
Nina Decker 
Bob Furman 
Linda Gilbert 
Linda Grillo 
Anne Louise Griswold 
Leona Griswold 
Lois Griswold 
Bobbie Hawkins 
Dave Hawkins 
John Hummel 
Ruth Jensen 

 
  

Janet Kunzelman 
Jackie Little 
Thomas Matthias 
Judith McMannon 
Frederick Moreschi 
Gloria Moreschi 
Marge Murk 
Nancy Newton 
Holly Peterson 
Janet Pierson 
Bill Pierson 
Doug Robbins 
Nancy Robbins 
Martin Rowe 

Cynthia Sweezy * 
*New 50-year member 

Martin Sudell 
Mary Smith 
Stewart Sprague  
John Sword 
Joan Tennyson 
Jean Timrud 
Sue VanNess 
Pat Hughes-Walworth 
Mark Walworth 
Lynn Webster 
Dick Webster 
Dot Wenzel 
Susan White 
Alan Wind 
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Thanksgiving Blessings  
 
 
 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Rocky Hill Congregational Church: 

 

Thanksgiving offers us an opportunity to take stock of our blessings and to reflect on ways in 

which we might share our abundance with others. For the month of November, we will once 

again be focusing our Thanksgiving offering in support of our local strategic partnerships.  

 

We will support Rocky Hill Human Services through their family Christmas gift program and 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets. In this way we will address local needs, helping to both combat 

food insecurity and to provide gifts for children who might otherwise receive none.  

 

In addition, we will provide the requested gift cards for the children on our Covenant to Care 

social worker's case list. As you may know, our congregation supports the children through the 

Covenant to Care Adopt a Social Worker program throughout the year. They are requesting 

only gift cards to Target and Walmart this year. Donations can be made through our Scrip 

program.  

 

How can you contribute? There are many options! Visit the church website donation page and 

donate by bank account, credit card or Paypal, here: www.rockyhillucc.org/donate-methods  

 

You can also donate scrip cards for these local donations (no need to specify which type of 

scrip, just let us know the amount.) And, of course, you can always send a check to the church 

office at 805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067. If you have a preference for your 

donation to support either Rocky Hill residents or Covenant to Care children, please indicate on 

your donation. Otherwise, we will allocate the offering between the two groups based on need. 

 

Please join us in taking the time to offer prayers of thanksgiving and to share our bounty with 

our local neighbors. Thank you for your generosity, especially in these challenging times. May 

we all be enriched by the powerful joy of helping others. 

 

Sincerely,  

Susan Chatfield 
Chair, RHCC Outreach & Witness Ministry 

 
P.S. If YOUR family is in need of additional support, please contact Rocky Hill Human Services at  

860-258-2799, or visit the town's website: www.rockyhillct.gov/departments/humanservices 

  

https://www.rockyhillucc.org/donate-methods
http://www.rockyhillct.gov/departments/humanservices
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November Green Tips: 
 

 

• Increase gas mileage by checking the pressure of your tires 

and driving steadily. Also, remove any additional weight from 

inside and outside your car -  unused bike racks, luggage 

racks, etc 

• Change batteries in all smoke detectors 

• Preserve your garden before frost hits your garden - can or 

freeze, do not waste 

• Bring in houseplants 

• Compost leaves 

• Clean & test your furnace 

• Energy prices are estimated to significantly increase - every 

degree the thermostat is lowered saves an estimate 4% of 

monthly bill 

• Make sure all heater vents and returns are not blocked and 

are free of dust 

• Vacuum coils of refrigerator 

• Check chimneys and have cleaned as needed 

• Ceiling fan direction should be reversed 

• Before packing away summer clothing go through items to 

determine what to keep,  

• what to repurpose into rags, and what to donate. 

 
 

Thank-you, 

Elaine from our Green Team 
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Holiday Shopping Scrip Schedule 
 

As we approach the holiday season, many of you place special orders for gift cards that are 

not typically stocked in inventory.  Here is the schedule for those special orders: 

 

Order submission 

deadline 

Cards available for 

pickup 

October 31 November 7 

November 28 December 5 

December 12 December 19 
 

Many retailers also offer e-cards that can be ordered and delivered at any time via email. (An 

e-card is simply a gift card that can be emailed to you, which you can then forward by email 

or print on paper if needed.) Many of you are already taking advantage of these. 

Unfortunately, e-cards are generally not available for groceries. 

 

Looking for some low-value cards to use for stocking stuffers, or gifts for teachers, 

babysitters, or service providers?  During November and early December, some retailers 

offer $5 and $10 cards.  Most of these need to be ordered, as I don’t often carry these small 

denominations in inventory.  Here is a partial list of the low-denomination physical gift 

cards currently offered and available for order: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many e-cards are also available for as little as $10.  A complete listing of all retailers 

available through our program is available at https://www.rockyhillucc.org/scrip 

 

Dave Hall, Treasurer 
 

  

Applebee's ($10) CVS ($10) Starbucks ($5 & $10) 

Barnes & Noble ($5 & $10) Denny's ($10) Subway ($10) 

Bath & Body Works ($10) Domino's ($10) SweetFrog ($10) 

Boston Marker ($10) Dunkin ($10) Taco Bell ($5 & $10) 

Buffalo Wild Wings ($10) Outback Steakhouse ($10) Target ($10) 

Burger King ($10) Panera ($5 & $10) Walmart ($10) 

Chipotle ($10) Pizza Hut ($10) Wendy's ($10) 

 Red Lobster ($10)  

https://www.rockyhillucc.org/scrip
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 

Christopher and Laurel Sheehan ~ November 5 

Michele and Eric Jokl ~ November 9 

Tom and Nancy Rolfe ~ November 9 

Matt and Becca Behlman ~ November 17 

John and Roxanne Molina ~ November 23 

 

  

01 Neal Cox 12 Diana Belliveau 

01 Bill Pierson 13 Donna Rowland 
01 Kristin Rutigliano 15 Roland Lataille 

02 Kathleen Bergamo 17 Mary-Ellen Lewis 
05 Meghan Wilcock 20 Hannah Fuller 

06 Tom Matthias 22 Julia Pawlich 
06 Mary DeLibero 24 Kim Batterson-Biglow 

07 Michael McKenna 25 Jeannie Alessi 

08 Rob Grandell 25 Will McKenna 

08 Alyssa Somes Kellogg 25 Holly Alessi 
09 Lisa Taylor 30 Gael Curtin 

09 Jennifer Martin   
10 Jon Morgan   

11 Dale Rowland   
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Sunday Morning Worship 
Communion 1st Sunday 
10:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to Honor your Loved Ones with Christmas Poinsettias 
 

The plants will adorn the sanctuary for worship from Sunday December 19th 

through the New Year. Costs and ordering deadline information will be announced by 

November 16. The plants will be provided by Gilbert Farms, so we’re supporting our local 

businesses in the process. Contact the church office with questions at 860-529-4167 or see 

Judy G, Bobbie H, or Kim B after worship. 

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
 

Our Worship Service is held each 

Sunday at 10:00am, in the 

Sanctuary and with a zoom 

component for those who wish to 

join us from home. 

 

1 
Little Scholars Preschool 

operates daily, 8:30 a.m. – 

12:30 p.m. 

 

7pm Women’s AA Chapin 

Hall 

2      VOTE!! 
Election Day 

Preschool Closed 

3 
6pm Bells & Choir 

rehearsal every Wednesday 

in the Chapel or Choir Loft 

Contact Julie Hagen if 

you’d like to join! 

7    
Heritage Sunday 

Communion 

10am Worship/zoom 

Scrip order delivery 

8 
 

7pm Women’s AA meets in 

Chapin Hall 

9        
 

10 
 

6pm  

Bells & Choir rehearsal 

14  
10am Worship/zoom 

 

 15     Preschool Closed 

3pm Cookie delivery to 

Hands On Hartford 

 

7pm Women’s AA  

16 
 

 

 

 

17     
 

6pm  

Bells & Choir rehearsal 

21     
10am Worship/zoom 

 

 

22 
7pm Town Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service 

 

7pm Women’s AA  

23 
Staff meeting 2:45pm 

 

 

 

24 
 

6pm  

Bells & Choir rehearsal 

28      
 

 

   10am Worship/zoom 

Scrip special orders due 

29 
December ChurchMouse 

Mailing – 10am,  

Helpers needed! 

 

7pm Women’s AA 

30  
 

 

 

DECEMBER 1 
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2021 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends, I share the following news to update you 

about plans to remember the life Frank Vann with a memorial service: 

A memorial gathering will be held on Saturday, November 20, 2021 at 

4:00pm, followed by a reception hosted by our Heavenly Hosts team. 

Please join us as we greet Frank's family, and celebrate the life of our 

long-time choir member and friend; lots of music planned! 

 

  

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

4 
 

7pm Men’s AA Chapin Hall 

 

 

 

5 
Zoom link sent via email 

each Friday, w/bulletin 

6 
11am Indian Dance class- 

Rm 22 

11 
Veteran’s Day 

Pray for a veteran today 

 

7pm Men’s AA Chapin Hall 

 

12  
 

13   
11am Indian Dance 

Fall Back 

 

18 
 

 

7pm Men’s AA Chapin Hall 

 

 

 

19    
 

December Church Mouse 

Articles Due to office 

 

6pm Outreach & Witness 

Mtg at Sue’s house 

20 11am Indian Dance  

 

4pm - Memorial Service 

for Frank Vann,  

in Sanctuary 

 

25 
HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 

 
 

7pm Men’s AA  

26 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

27 
11am Indian Dance 

 

Decorate Sanctuary 

 for Advent 
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FESTIVAL OF LESSONS & CAROLS 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 4:00p.m. 

Rocky Hill Congregational Church UCC 
 

We welcome all to share in the beautiful story of the birth of 

Christ, as told in scripture and music. Admission is free, and a 

free-will offering will be collected to benefit the Rocky Hill 

Food Pantry. A reception will follow the service. 

 

Rocky Hill Congregational Church is an Open and Affirming community of 

faith, striving to celebrate the diversity in which God has created us.  

All are welcome here! 

 

805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 

860-529-4167 ~ RockyHillUCC.com 

office@rhccucc.org 
 

 
 

mailto:office@rhccucc.org

