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Sunday Worship Services– 10:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve Worship Service
Friday, December 24 at 5:30 p.m.

Join us for a family-friendly service with a message of God’s love, HOPE and
inclusivity, with candlelight and music. For those that cannot join us in person,
the service will be on Zoom to join, please send a request no later than
Dec 23 to: office@rhccucc.org
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From Where I Sit…

As found at https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=the%20iona%20community
There have been so many kinds of journeys undertaken during this year called 2021:
• We have had no choice but to continue traveling the unknown path of the pandemic with its ups
and downs as variants and surges swept – and are still sweeping -- over New England and the
US and indeed, the world.
• We have journeyed with members and friends of our congregation as their lives came to an end
during 2021, leaving families and friends to grieve.
• We have delved into the new world of sharing worship with people wherever they choose to be
physically located, through the use of digital technologies and the necessary upgrades.
• We hosted a UCC minister, who is national authority on climate change and the role of the
church in leading the changes we all need to make
• We have welcomed a new church musician and said goodbye to a retiring educator.
• We’ve celebrated the new memberships of youthful inquirers, adult seekers and returning
friends.
• We have given generously and with intention, to help others on their journeys, in partnership
with ministry partners – hygiene kits, emergency buckets, backpacks, cookie baking by the
carload, rain barrels…
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Now, here we are, at the start of a new year the Christian calendar turns, beginning to travel yet again.
Oh, I know, some of us have had the opportunity to physically travel to see loved ones or to enjoy
leisure time exploring distant places due to the protections afforded by vaccinations; thanks be to God
for those blessings! But along with poet and author Ruth Burgess, I have another sort of travel in
mind…
It’s the journey of hope which we’ve started using as our worship theme for Advent 2021… If hope
can be defined as waiting in faith, then our waiting presents opportunities for hearing, seeing, sharing,
and proclaiming HOPE in fresh new ways. There’s an Adult Reflection Guide booklet available for you
in the church office if you’d like to dig more deeply into this rich spiritual practice (from the Follow Me:

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living whole-church curriculum). Yep. Hope is a spiritual practice; see
Hebrews 11:1.
Splendid plans are shaping up for a Lessons & Carols service on Sunday Dec. 12th at 3pm. More
information is pending due to the changing nature of the COVID-19 virus but we will celebrate this
special service with all precautions needed.
A new Friday afternoon bible study is getting started on December 3rd at 1pm via ZOOM. If you missed
the email with information on how to link up, check with Theresa in the office or Pastor Nada. We’ll be
using the UCC’s Daily Devotional of the day, which can be found at: www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/
“It’s time to go,” in the words of this poem. With hope and wonder, let us pray:
May the strength of God the Maker be felt strongly for you in this season;
May the friendship of Jesus be a light to your path;
And may the safeguarding of the Spirit,
guide us all to deeper insights as we visit Bethlehem and find the manger once again.
Come on, it’s time to go!

Pastor Nada
P.S. Can you guess what ropes and hope have in common?

Photo by Saskia van Manen on Unsplash

Photo by Robert Zunikoff on Unsplash
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Faith Formation News
SAVE THE DATE!

January 9th – Ephiany Sunday
Please plan to join us as for a fun intergenerational worship service where
we will tell the story of Jesus’ birth. Plans are still being finalized but look forward to a fun
interactive worship service. Once again we will be partnering with Outreach and Witness in a
diaper drive as part of this service. Stay tuned to the weekly news bulletins for more
information as plans are finalized.
Director of Children and Youth Search Committee Update:
The work of the search committee for the new Director of Children and Youth position
continues. Last month the search committee (Liz Pulling, Nancy Rolfe, Julie Burns, Sandy
Gau and Barry Wilcock) met several times as they began to receive interest in the position
from the many postings of the position that the team has placed. The Team will continue to
determine other ways to garner interest in the position.
Faith Formation Ministry Team Update:
We have enjoyed spending our Sunday morning worship time with on average six children
ranging in age from five to twelve. We have enjoyed watching the children participate in the
worship service and time spent in the classroom as we work with the Follow Me curriculum.
In December the theme is Hope and we look forward to the learning opportunities planned.
The Faith Formation Ministry Team continues to work with Pastor Nada to plan for upcoming
activities as we patiently wait for a new Director of Children and Youth to lead us.
Your Faith Formation Ministry Team
Candy Smith, Liz Pulling, Nancy Rolfe and Sue VanNess
Diaper Drive 2022
Celebrate Epiphany
Sunday, January 9, 2022
All sizes needed
Please bring diapers to
Sunday Worship!
Need alternate drop off?
Please contact
Valerie Triblets
860-205-5209
Or
Sue Chatfield
860-595-6639
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December 2021 Worship Ministry Article
Hello Everyone, We hope you all are enjoying your Advent season! We are glad to
continue our Sanctuary Services with Zoom and are working to find the best ways to use
our new monitor in the Sanctuary. It’s good to see everyone who can make it to the
Sanctuary and even better to provide a virtual connection for those who are unable to
attend.
With Advent upon us, Pastor Nada is continuing her “Follow Me: Biblical Practices for
Faithful Living” series. This series includes a “… curriculum is based on practices Jesus
did and taught us to do as faithful followers. Written for people of all ages who wish to live
out their faith, this new curriculum examines where these practices are found in the Bible
and how they have been used in Christian faith then and now.”
We’re excited to help bring you this series that’s focused on “... a living faith is so much
more than simply believing in God. Jesus called all sorts of people to follow him to God,
showing concrete ways to love God and one another. When we do these actions together,
faith develops, lives change, and communities transform.”
We look forward to seeing you all (in person or virtually) at our upcoming services.
To that end, here are highlights of our upcoming service and events:
▪ Sunday, Dec. 5: 2nd Sunday of Advent (Communion Sunday)
▪ Sunday, Dec. 12: 3rd Sunday of Advent
▪ Sunday, Dec. 19: 4th Sunday of Advent and Lessons & Carols (3:00 PM)
▪ Friday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve service (5:30 PM)
▪
Sunday, Dec. 26: Post-Christmas service (via Zoom)
Michael Andonucci
michael.andonucci@gmail.com
860.670.5940
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RHCC CHRISTMAS OFFERING
The holiday season leading up to Christmas is a time when responding to the challenges
many people face is the hallmark of what we do. The turmoil of this past year has created
many new burdens for lots of people – those close to us as well as around the world - and
we have created new ways to rise to the occasion. Together we are growing through the
storm of COVID-19 as a church family, as well as continuing to offer our support in
meeting the critical needs of those around us.
For the month of December, we are expanding our traditional Christmas offering to reach
beyond our strategic local partnerships. Our gifts this month will address the needs of
those who are being relocated to Connecticut from Afghanistan, an area of extreme
political and cultural unrest. It is hard to imagine how families, who have had to flee their
country and be relocated because of their collaboration with the US in Afghanistan, must
deal with complete upheaval to their lives and the trauma of leaving their friends and
extended family behind.
We will help by supporting the work of IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigration
Services), a Connecticut-based organization whose mission is to help refugees establish
new lives, strengthen hope, and contribute to the vitality of our communities. By
supporting IRIS, we also note that Church World Service has 23 refugee and immigration
offices across 17 states and is in the process of opening a location soon in conjunction
with IRIS’s New Haven office.
IRIS coordinates and oversees the development of sponsorship groups throughout
Connecticut communities. These 30-member groups in the local communities help
newcomers on the road to self-sufficiency by supporting transitions in areas of housing,
employment, health, legal, education and case management. There are currently 300
refugees scheduled for relocation in CT and 50 have already arrived.
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Your donations to IRIS will help ensure that the relocations are progressing smoothly,
and that families are given the resources they need to create new lives successfully.
How can you contribute? There are many options! Visit the church website donation
page and donate using your bank account, your credit card or Paypal, here:
https://www.rockyhillucc.org/donate-methods . Please tag your gift ‘Christmas
Offering’. And, of course, you can always send a check to the church office at 805
Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067.
Please join us in taking the time to offer prayers of hope that the families benefited by
your thoughtful gift will thrive in their new communities. Thank you for your
generosity, especially in these unprecedented times. May we all be enriched by the
powerful joy of helping others.
Sincerely,

Susan Chatfield
Chair, Outreach & Witness Ministry

Rev. Nada Sellers

Rev. Nada Sellers, M.Div. Pastor

P.S. If YOUR family is in need of additional support, please contact Rocky Hill
Human Services at 860-258-2799, or visit the town's website:
www.rockyhillct.gov/departments/humanservices
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December Green Tips:
Shop with meaning. When you go shopping, think about not
only who you are buying for, but what you are buying and who
you are buying it from. When you can buy local, handmade, or
upcycled gifts you are helping your community. Also focus on
quality over quantity, and look for products with minimal
packaging that will fill up the trash.
Give the experience. Instead of material gifts, consider taking a trip or buying an
“experience” gift like tickets to the theatre or a concert. Swim or dance lessons, gym
memberships or other activities that the family can experience together will be
memorable.
Make homemade food gifts. You could use a reusable jar to make brownies or cookies,
for instance. Other homemade gifts could include candles, soaps, or crafts.
Give your time, not money. Give the gift of your special talents or service. This could be
babysitting, baking, house cleaning, shoveling the snow, or other items on the honey-do
list that will be appreciated when they are done.
Consider re-gifting or used gifts. You may have an item in your home that has special
meaning, or have something you know another person would really love. Young children
could really enjoy hand-me-down toys or clothes, too. For some families, re-gifting is
perfectly acceptable.
Utilize re-usable gift wrapping. Whether it is a purchased gift bag or box that can be
used year after year, or a homemade wrapping paper or gift tags from recyclables, there
are numerous options for wrapping your gift that are both beautiful and minimize waste.
Remember to save what you can after the gifts are opened, for the following year. Holiday
cards can also be reused for gift tags, ornaments, or into new cards!
Use email to share your holiday greetings. Instead of printed cards that will eventually
get thrown away, try sending your holiday wishes digitally. If you want to get really
creative, you could even create a video!
For more information, visit the Green Team page on our website:
www.rockyhillucc.org/gt
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Congregational Care Ministry
This year Congregational Care folks will be delivering a Doretta-crocheted,
sparkling, gold star to each member who is unable to join us in person for
worship. We will include a note on one of the cards Nancy Edwards created
for us. Visits will depend on the restrictions of the various homes and facilities
where they live.
Steph, Wendy, Don and Kim

~ In Memory ~
Linda Grillo, age 71, of Rocky Hill, passed away on November 26 after a brief
illness. Linda was born December 15, 1949 in Hartford. Linda graduated from Rocky
Hill high in 1968. Linda was predeceased by her parents, Albert and Helen
Nicholson and her brother Gary. She is survived by 2 Daughters, Nicole Kutz
(Steffen) of Unionville and Alisa Jones (Nic) of Homewood Illinois, one brother
David Nicholson (Nancy) Colonie of New York. 3 grandchildren Alex, Maya and
Nico. And several nieces and nephews.
Interment will be at Rosehill Cemetery, Rocky Hill. A memorial service will be
announced at a later date. Cards of Sympathy can be sent to Family of Linda Grillo,
4 Whispering Rod Rd, Unionville, CT 06085
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COVID GUIDELINES (OCT 2021 UPDATED)
Those who are fully vaccinated do not have to wear a mask, either indoors or outdoors.
When indoors, those who are not fully vaccinated, including children, must wear a
mask and keep a greater distance from non-family members. Masks may be removed
temporarily while eating or drinking.
When outdoors, those who are not fully vaccinated, including children, should keep a
greater distance from non-family members.
The front doors and some side windows will be opened before and throughout services
and meetings in the Sanctuary to improve air circulation.
Offering plates will be available on your way in or out of the Sanctuary, or you may
send offerings by mail or via our online option.
On a Communion Sunday, please pick up pre-packaged bread and juice cups on your
way into the Sanctuary.
Children wearing masks are welcome to come to the front, or stay in their pew, for the
Message for All Ages. Whenever possible, church school will be held outdoors.
Please be mindful of people who prefer to maintain a greater physical distance.
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December Scrip Schedule

Final Christmas Gift Card order deadline is December 12
If you want any physical gift cards prior to Christmas, the final ordering deadline is
Sunday, December 12. Cards ordered by that date will be available for pickup on Sunday,
December 19.
Many retailers also offer e-cards that can be ordered and delivered at any time via email –
right up to Christmas Day! (An e-card is simply a gift card that can be emailed to you, which
you can then forward by email or print on paper if needed.) Many of you are already taking
advantage of these.
Looking for some low-value cards to use for stocking stuffers, or gifts for teachers,
babysitters, or service providers? During November and early December, some retailers offer
$5 and $10 cards. Most of these need to be ordered, as I don’t often carry these small
denominations in inventory. Here is a partial list of the low-denomination physical gift cards
currently offered and available for order:
Applebee's ($10)
Barnes & Noble ($5 & $10)
Bath & Body Works ($10)
Boston Marker ($10)
Buffalo Wild Wings ($10)
Burger King ($10)
Chipotle ($10)

CVS ($10)
Denny's ($10)
Domino's ($10)
Dunkin ($10)
Outback Steakhouse ($10)
Panera ($5 & $10)
Pizza Hut ($10)
Red Lobster ($10)

Starbucks ($5 & $10)
Subway ($10)
sweetFrog ($10)
Taco Bell ($5 & $10)
Target ($10)
Walmart ($10)
Wendy's ($10)

Many e-cards are also available for as little as $10.
A complete listing of all retailers available through our program is available at
https://www.rockyhillucc.org/scrip
Dave Hall, Treasurer
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday Morning Worship
Communion 1st Sunday
10:00 a.m.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
1

Little Scholars Preschool
operates daily,
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

5

10am Worship
Communion

6

Advent 2

7

8

5:30pm Worship Ministry
Women’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall

12

10am Worship
Advent 3

Scrip special orders due

19

10am Worship
Advent 4
3PM LESSONS
& CAROLS

26

10am Worship

13

14

Women’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall

20

Poinsettia Flower orders
due this week, no later than
Dec 12. Thank you!

15
6:30pm Council
Fiorilli

21

22

28

29

Women’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall

27

January Church Mouse
Articles due to office

Women’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall
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2021
THURSDAY
2

FRIDAY
3

SATURDAY
4
11am Indian Dance
class-Rm 22

Men’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall

9

10

LESSONS &

11
11am Indian Dance
class-Rm 22

Men’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall

CAROLS
Sunday,
December 19

16

17

11am Indian Dance
class-Rm 22

Men’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall

23

24
Men’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall

3:00p.m.

18

CHRISTMAS EVE
Worship Service
5:30pm

25

Merry Christmas!

31
Men’s AA – 7pm
Chapin Hall

WORSHIP SERVICE
5:30 PM

All are Welcome here!

30

CHRISTMAS EVE

Jan 1

Happy New Year!
2021
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Remember to Honor your Loved Ones
With Christmas Poinsettias
The plants will adorn the sanctuary for worship on
Sunday, December 19 through the New Year.
The cost is $14 per plant. Ordering deadline is Sunday, December 12.
Given by: __________________________________________________________________
Phone number: _____________________________________________________________
Dedication (“in loving memory of...” or “in honor of…)
1.__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3.__________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Please select one:
[ ] I will pick-up my plant after worship on Sunday, December 19
OR
[ ] Use my plant to decorate the church through Christmas and the New Year.
Make your checks payable to:
Rocky Hill Congregational Church with “Poinsettia” in memo line and mail to:
Kim Burghoff, 204 Gray Fox Lane, Rocky Hill CT 06067.
You may call Kim with questions at 860 563-3287.
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December - Happy Birthday!
1 John Hoffman
3 Jennifer Cordes
4 John Hummel
6 Marty Rowe
7 Robert Mullins
9 Amy Murk
14 Dave Hall

14
20
24
25
26
28
30

David Bradstreet
Nicholas Jokl
Nancy Edwards
Jonathan Rutigliano
Janet Kunzelman
Nathan Vann
Krista Pender

Christmas Eve Worship
Friday, December 24 at
5:30pm
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
Romans 15:13

Newsletter articles for the
January Church Mouse
are due to the office by December 28.
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FESTIVAL OF LESSONS & CAROLS
Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 3:00p.m.
Rocky Hill Congregational Church UCC
We welcome all to share in the beautiful story of the birth of Christ, as
told in scripture and music. Admission is free, and a free-will offering
will be collected to benefit the Rocky Hill Food Pantry.
Rocky Hill Congregational Church is an Open and Affirming community of
faith, striving to celebrate the diversity in which God has created us.
All are welcome here!

805 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT
860-529-4167 ~ RockyHillUCC.com
office@rhccucc.org
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